
 

 

  

August 2, 2011 

The Honorable Elijah Cummings 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
VIA FAX 202-225-3178 
 
RE: Your support & Co-sponsorship of  H.R.2146 - The Digital Accountability and Transparency 
Act of 2011 (DATA Act) 

 
Dear Representative Cummings, 

We want to thank you for your vote out of the House Government Oversight Committee and your co-
sponsorship of H.R.2146. You may recall that we met and discussed the issues of government waste and 
accountability when you spoke at our Government and Not-For-Profit Conference last April. I covered 
your inspiring speech in my blog post titled, “We can do better” (http://bit.ly/n7fBhD).   

You might find it interesting that my first suggestion to your call for CPAs to help was to “democratize 
the data” and implement XBRL at the government level to “guard the guardians.” That is why we are 
excited about your support for the DATA Act and we want you to know that we are a resource for 
information about XBRL.  

We recently have completed the tagging of our data with XBRL to find out first hand what is involved 
in using this to enhance our financial reporting efficiencies, improve transparency (as a non-profit 
organization), and serve as an example to help our CPAs understand more about this important data 
standard and the tools that use it. 

We accomplished our project with a summer accounting student intern from Salisbury University and 
some inexpensive software tools from Altova (one of many XBRL tool providers in the market). We 
were then featured in a case study about our project (http://www.altova.com/cust_macpa.html).   

We discovered several important points when talking about our case study. XBRL is an open, global 
data standard, not a proprietary software or technology. There are plenty of inexpensive and free 
software tools available to tag, map and use XBRL to access data across almost any platform. Finally, 
we proved that using XBRL can be done cost effectively even by a small non-profit like us. 

This background may be useful if federal agencies, grant recipients and others are required to submit 
standardized or tagged data as required by the DATA Act and raise objections about costs and 
complexity. The benefits of having federal spending data tagged and available to the public at some 
level are significant. I can tell you first hand that the federal spending and deficit is one of the top issues 



our members raise consistently and are very concerned about. The DATA Act goes a long way to 
addressing accountability and transparency. 

The Maryland Association of CPAs is the only statewide, professional membership organization 
dedicated to serving the needs of Maryland Certified Public Accountants. Founded in 1901, when the 
Certified Public Accountant statute was signed into law, the MACPA has been actively working to serve 
the needs of Maryland citizens and its CPA members ever since. 

The MACPA has almost 12,000 members including CPAs working in practice, industry, government 
and education as well as accounting students. With three thousand (3,000) sole practitioners and small 
CPA firms, MACPA members serve thousands of Maryland’s small businesses and individuals. Our 
CPAs are also directly employed by Maryland’s businesses and government, non-profit, and educational 
institutions.  

From our largest public companies and institutions to the small family-owned businesses on Main 
Street, MACPA members can be found as Controllers, Staff Accountants, CFOs, internal auditors, and 
in all of the critical roles required to maintain accurate and reliable financial information systems. 
Finally, many of the largest CPA firms in the nation have CPAs in our membership.  These are the firms 
that audit the large businesses and institutions in Maryland.  

Our thanks again for your co-sponsorship of this important legislation and our offer to assist you in any 
way we can. Thanks for all that you do. 

 

Sincerely yours,  
 

            
  
J. Thomas Hood, III, CPA.CITP 
CEO & Executive Director  
 

 

 


