
	  
	  

	  
April 20, 2012 
 
The Honorable Darrell Issa	  
Chairman, House Oversight and Reform Committee	  
United States House of Representatives	  
Washington, DC 20515	  
 	  
and	  
 	  
The Honorable Elijah Cummings	  
Ranking Member, House Oversight and Reform Committee	  
United States House of Representatives	  
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: Support for Favorable Vote of the Digital Accountability and 
Transparency Act of 2011 (H.R. 2146, the DATA Act) 
 
Dear Chairman Issa and Ranking Member Cummings, 
 
We wish to express our support for H.R. 2146, the DATA Act. We think this is 
critical legislation at a critical time that will allow stronger transparency and 
accountability, and can play a vital role in restoring the public trust in 
government. 
 
Based on our own experience, we firmly believe the DATA Act will bring more 
accountability to federal spending by making spending data more accurate, 
complete and transparent. 
 
The MACPA is often sought out for our expertise around issues relevant to the 
field of accounting. The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission’s (SEC) 
mandate on the submission of financial data in XBRL is one of those issues.  
Early on, we recognized the value of XBRL for reducing costs and driving 
efficiencies in large public companies and wondered if the benefits of XBRL 
would also extend to smaller, non-profit organizations such as the MACPA. 
 
The MACPA has been a vocal advocate for XBRL and for XBRL application to 
federal and state government for years. As a state-based non-profit of CPAs, we 
decided to “walk the talk” and actually apply XBRL ourselves to learn exactly 
what is involved. 
 
Last summer we completed the tagging of our data with XBRL to find out first-
hand what is involved in using this to enhance our financial reporting efficiencies, 
improve transparency (as a non-profit organization), and to serve as  
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an example to help our CPAs understand more about this important data 
standard and the tools that use it. We were able to combine data from two 
completely different systems and bring it into Excel to create “PowerPivot” tables 
that every employee can access to analyze our data almost in real time. 
 
We accomplished this project with a summer accounting student from Salisbury 
University’s accounting program and some inexpensive software tools from 
Altova (one of many XBRL tool providers in the market). We were then featured 
in a case study about our project. Details are available at 
http://www.altova.com/cust_macpa.html and http://cpa.tc/tn. 
 
We discovered several important points when talking about our case study: 
 

• XBRL is an open, global data standard, not a proprietary software or 
technology. 

• There are plenty of inexpensive and free software tools available to tag, 
map, and use XBRL to access data across almost any platform. 

• It is not as costly or complex as many have said. An accounting student 
intern working with our CFO proved that it can be done on a cost-effective 
basis. 

• There are many benefits of faster access to our data for decision-making 
and increased efficiency in our finance. 

• Compliance costs are reduced. Now that our data is tagged and 
standardized, reporting to the government (federal or state) could now 
easily be accomplished. If this would happen as imagined per the DATA 
Act or at a state or local level, the benefits and costs savings are actually 
magnified as they accrue to both the filer and the government entity 
receiving the data.  

 
We are now working with the Financial Accounting Standards Board to create a 
not-for-profit (NFP) XBRL taxonomy that will tag NFP financials to accounting 
standards. This will make reporting under the DATA Act even easier and more 
accessible to not-for-profits. 
 
Many organizations are concerned about the time and expense that may be 
incurred to convert all of financial data into XBRL, especially if the financial data 
is housed in multiple systems. These obstacles are felt even more acutely by 
non-profits like the MACPA, who in the absence of a mandate are left to wonder 
whether translating financial data into XBRL would deliver enough benefits to 
make up for the cost.  Our experience has shown that with the right tools, these 
obstacles are easily surmounted, and that the efficiencies and greater  
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transparency resulting from the transformation to XBRL are more than worth the 
effort. 
 
The Maryland Association of CPAs is the only statewide, professional 
membership organization dedicated to serving the needs of Maryland Certified 
Public Accountants. Founded in 1901, when the Certified Public Accountant 
statute was signed into law, the MACPA has been actively working to serve the 
needs of Maryland citizens and its CPA members ever since. 
 
The MACPA has almost 12,000 members, including CPAs working in practice, 
industry, government and education, as well as accounting students. With 3,000 
sole practitioners and small CPA firms, MACPA members serve thousands of 
Maryland’s small businesses and individuals. Our CPAs are also directly 
employed by Maryland businesses, government, non-profit, and educational 
institutions.  
 
In conclusion, we fully support the passage of the DATA Act and will work to 
assist in the implementation by sharing our own experience and best practices; 
continue to work on the standards that will help ensure implementation and 
compliance; create a community based on the broad application of XBRL across 
private, government, and public company sectors; and communicate the benefits 
that this important set of standards can bring. That's what XBRL does. Its 
transparency will build trust. Its efficiency will improve performance. 
 
We commend the committee’s efforts and encourage all members of Congress to 
support passage of the DATA Act.  If we can be of any assistance, please 
contact me at tom@macpa.org or 443-632-2301. 
	  
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
J. Thomas Hood, III, CPA 
CEO & Executive Director 
 
CC: Speaker John Boehner, Majority Leader Eric Cantor, Majority Whip Kevin 
McCarthy, Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi, Democratic Whip Steny Hoyer, 
Assistant Democratic Leader James Clyburn 
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